August 21, 1980 
The Fairbury Blade 

NOTE: There was no text article, just these various photographs. 
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FOUNDING FAMILIES represented at the 1930 
centennial included from left: unknown, M.D. Spence, 


Rev. J.H. Ryan, unknown, John H. Moore, unknown, 
Charles Westervelt, and Grant Armstrong, attorney. 













^centennial recalls... 


FOUNDING FAMILIES represented at the 1930 
centennial Included from left: unknown, M.D. Spence. 


Rev. J.H. Ryan, unknown, John H, Moore, unknown, 
Charles Westervelt, and Grant Armstrong, attorney 


County’s first settlers were in Fairbury area 



IT WAS 50 YEARS AGO this week, on Aug. 23, 1930 that this celebration, a 
joint effort by the Darnall family reunion, and the Livingston County Historic 
society, marked the centennial of the first white settlers in Livingston county. 

They erected a bronze marker on a huge rock in the front yard of Mrs Wm. 
Spence and the late Mr. Spence, five miles south of Fairbury on the Indian Grove- 
Belle Prairie township line. 

Spence was a descendant of Valentine Darnall who came from Kentucky with 
his wife in the fall of 1830 and built a log cabin about 250 feet west of where the 
marker now stands, which would put it right behind the present residence 

The Darnalls were the first residents of what would seven years later become 
Livingston county. 

Photos courtesy of Mrs. Wm. M. Spence 
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imvongmm, V. L. Murdock, Jacob Davis, Franklin Oliver. William Wicker'Vv' H^errtale*JalcsTnoV 
lease Titus, Mr*. James McDowell. Mrs. Jeff iionoho. Mrs. John $ eo vs )dme * McDoWeU ’ 


CLIPPING FROM A 1925 issue of the Fairbury Blade recognizes the “Old 
Settlers Day” at the first Fairbury Fair in 1876. 
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MR. AND MRS. MARTIN SPFWrc ,, , 

the 1930 centennial took placl ° E 3 am " y built ,he Spence home where 
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thOSE ATTENDING THE ‘ Darnair’ centennial at the Spence farm in 1930 
d fron t row, from left: unknown, Ray Fitzgerald, Lois Fitzgerald, 
S Dale irwm, NOian wnoorn, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, 
wn ' unknown, Howard Payne, Marilyn Payne, Vivian Taylor, Donna 
Iman Ruth Wilborn, Dora Irwin, unknown, Phyllis Deputy, unknown, 
<00 unknown, Dick Deputy, unknown, Beryl Harris, unknown, Drell 
tey, unknown , Willie Darnall, John Darnall, unknown, unknown, Vivian 
lor, Randall Hieronymus, Dorothy Hieronymus. 

Second row: Bruce Taylor, Bert Taylor, Earl Payne, Mayme Payne, Mae 
ion,? Wilson, Charles Westervelt, W.D. Spence, Mrs. William Hieronymus. ? 
bey. Mrs. Bentley, Wes Deputy, Jasper Hieronymus. Dee Spence, Mary 
raers. ? Bentley, Mrs. Bentley, ? Clark, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Charles Fitzgerald, 
lie Taylor, Charles Fitzgerald, Frank Fitzgerald, Walter Fitzgerald, Mr. and 
Fred Westervelt and children. 

Wrd row: John Darnall, Vera Fitzgerald Taylor, Beulah Fitzgerald, Hattie 
•ey, Mrs. W.D. Spence, Merle Spence, Bunn Spence, Mrs. Bunn Spence, . 
j**,unknown, Florence Helmers, Vera Wilborn, Hazel Irwin, unknown, Inez 


Hoffman, Bessie Stearns, unknown, Dorothy Poshard, Jean Poshard, unknown, 
unknown, unknown, unknown, Gladys Harris, unknown, Hanna Westervelt, Betty 
Deputy, Erma Stuckey, Minnie Deputy, Esther Kinzer, Howard Stuckey, James 
Stuckey. 

Fourth row: Druell Hieronymus, unknown, Austin Fitzgerald, Marshall 
Fitzgerald, Muriel Stephens, Peggy Clark, Rachael Spence, Bethal Taylor, 
unknown, ? Mortimor, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, 
unknown, unknown, Nelle Spence, Dora Kenning, unknown, unknown, Ada 
Hieronymus, Ivan Harris, Lynn Fitzgerald, Ellis Westervelt, Wynn Deputy, Bryce 
Taylor, Delmar Harris, Delbert Taylor. 

Fifth row: ? Mortimor, Maurice Taylor, Milford Taylor, Don Irwin, ? Mortimor, 
Robert Saunders, Elhanan Saunders, Hubert Saunders, Clifford Hieronymus, 
unknown, unknown, Clyde Wilborn, Ernest Hoffman, ? Bentley, unknown, 
Russell Poshard, Ira Irwin, Louis Kenning, Leslie Fitzgerald, unknown, Lytle 
Hieronymus, Nelson Hieronymus, Ralph Deputy, Curtis Deputy, Raymond 
Deputy, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown. 
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i&n, Dale irwin, Noian wn^-' .;; 

y nkn0W n, unknown, Howard p ar , . 
Soffman, Ruth Wilborn, Dora - 
unknown, unknown, Dick Deputy 
Stuckey, unknown, Willie Darna 
Taylor, Randall Hieronymus, Dorotr - a 
: Second row: Bruce Taylor, Be'- 
Wilson, ? Wilson, Charles Westerveit 
Bentley, Mrs, Bentley, Wes Deputy.^ 
launders, ? Bentley, Mrs. Bentley. _ - 
fconnie Taylor, Charles Fitzgeralc. 

F Fred Westervelt and childre^ __ . 

L Third row: John Darnal , )e sp« nC 
r^y, Mrs. W.D. Spence. M s v « 
unknown, Florence 












